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[0029] 

An annotation adding unit 13 interactively adds an annotation using 
display as shown in FIG.6. For example, the annotation is input on the basis of 
a mouse operation or a keyboard operation by an operator. 
[0030] 

FIG. 7 shows an example of the annotation. In this example, a tree 
structure is displayed using an editor. The structure itself is displayed with 
indents. A desired portion of a monitor screen 130 is pointed and an annotation 
for specifying a rule is input. A corresponding portion is provided with a mark 
in advance, so that the annotation can be easily input. 
[0031] 

In this example, a first "=" is set at a location of "somewhat" and another 
"=" is set at a location of "stunned" in the same manner. Further, "sensitive" 
(indicating dissatisfaction) indicating a predetermined rule is set. 
[0032] 

A tree structure regular expression extracting unit 14 extracts a tree 
structure expression from the tree structure and the annotation, the tree structure 
expression displaying a corresponding rule. In this example, as shown in FIG. 
8-(A) (9-(A)?\ the tree structure expression is extracted using words, grammar 
information, and a symbol of tree structure regular expression. In this example, 
"somewhat", "?*", and "stunned" constitute the tree structure regular expression. 
The rule is applied in accordance with "?*" when "somewhat" and "stunned" are 
separately arranged. 
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